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MEDIA RELEASE

For Immediate release                                                                        Tuesday, August 4, 2009

Board welcomes Porter Airlines to city and province with strong economy and strong prospects

The strength of the economy, the bright future of the region, and the expanded opportunities for national and international commerce have encouraged Porter Airlines to come to St. John’s. St. John’s Board of Trade Chair Bruce Templeton congratulated Porter Airlines and the St. John’s Airport Authority on today’s announcement that Porter will bringing additional air access and capacity to the capital city.

“There are many reasons – reasons which stand the scrutiny of economists and financial analysts and scheduling decision makers – to provide air access into and out of Newfoundland and Labrador,” said Mr. Templeton. “And as much as we have always needed air access to do business on the mainland, now we have a situation where people from other provinces need to get here because of the success stories in St. John’s and across the province.”

Air access is the most efficient means of conducting business inside and outside of the province. Efficiency and effectiveness help build and support a strong local business community that can compete nationally and internationally. Enhanced air access, such as the access Porter Airlines will provide to Halifax, Ottawa and Toronto, will directly support that.

The Board remains concerned with the lack of competition in the airline industry locally, as this translates into schedules, fares and service issues which may not be conducive to business needs. On the issue of access to European markets, the Board encourages a collaborative approach to attract continual service between St. John’s and points within Europe. 

“We welcome Porter Airlines to St. John’s and look forward to their success in this market. The Board of Trade will remain involved in the issue of air access and continue to work toward having even stronger transportation links to mainland Canada and points further abroad.”

The St. John’s Board of Trade is a non-partisan, business advocacy organization that is the principle voice of business for over 700 members in the St. John’s area.  Its mission is to improve the local business climate, enhancing its members’ ability to do business through advocacy and member services.
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